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Read by the author5 CDs/approx. 5 hoursJury duty happens to everyone. When the call came to
Graham Burnett—a young historian and literary journalist—he had a shock in store. A Trial by
Jury is his startling account of how performing this familiar civic duty turned into one of the most
harrowing experiences of his life.Burnett begins the story of the trial: a body with multiple stab
wounds found in a New York apartment, intimations of cross-dressing, male prostitution, mistake
identity. And then, the unexpected drama: Burnett finds himself appointed the foreman, with the
responsibility of leading the increasingly frenetic deliberations within the black box of the jury
room. Soon he is sequestered—which is to say marooned—with 11 others, among them a
vacuum—cleaner repairman cum urban missionary, a young actress, and a man apparently
floundering in a borderline between real life and daytime television. Steering the contentious
politics of their temporary no-exit society toward the verdict, he discovers for himself the
terrifying ultimate power of the state and the agonizing truth of the legal system: law and justice
are not the same thing.Part true crime, part political treatise, part contemplation of right, wrong,
and the power of words, A Trial by Jury is a mesmerizing narrative of one man's encounter with
crime and punishment, American style. It profoundly affects one's sense of the privileges—and
the perils!—of citizenship.

When you find yourself entranced and involved with a particular composition--or assigned to
write a paper on it--the line or two (or paragraph, if you're lucky) given to it in most musical
reference works just isn't enough. The Cambridge Music Handbooks, edited by Julian Rushton,
help to plug the hole. In this volume, David Brodbeck examines the genesis of Brahms's
Symphony No. 1, from its uncertain beginnings to its completion, along with a look at its
"structure and meaning" throughout. Accessible in its approach (there are a few musical
examples, but the musically illiterate should find them too few to be a hindrance) and in its
language, this book will be appreciated by the music student and the Brahms aficionado
alike.Book DescriptionA 1997 examination of the genesis, background and extra-compositional
allusions of this controversial work.
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Cheryl R., “interesting. The book started a little slow, but once the jury got into their deliberations
it was very interesting. I have never been chosen for a jury so this was as close to being there as
I will get.”

Kevin Currie-Knight, “An Intellectual Goes to Jury Duty. D. Graham Burnett's "Trial By Jury" is not
a "true crime" novel. In fact, it is to "true crime" what Jane Austen is to Harlequin romances. I am
not writing this to sound smarmy, but just to let the reader know that while this is a story of a trial
and the tensions arising therefrom, the reader should not expect anything resembling Ann Rule
or even Truman Capote. [This mis-expectation, I think, accounts for several of the negative
reviews.]This is a autobiographical recount of D. Graham Burnett's jury duty on a murder trial.
Burnett's rationle for recounting the trial is to give us a view of the machinations of the jury trial
and, in so doing, reflect on such things as the difference between law and justice, and the ways
in which we try to ascertain the truth of a matter when all we have are disjointed facts and
clues.The trial is that of Monte Virginia Millcray, who is charged with stabbing Randolph Cuffee
about 20 times. Millcray says the stabbings were in self-defense, after Cuffee (posing as a
woman) tried to rape Millcray. The prosecutions account is that Millcray and Cuffee were in a
relationship and Millcray snapped.About half of the book is about the courtroom drama and half
is about the lengthy (20+ hour) deliberation process and it is clear that the author places much
more emphasis on the latter half of the book. Witnesses are gone through rather quickly,
summarized as might be done by a story teller quickly laying the obligatory groundwork for the
"real" story. By contrast, Burnett's recounting of the jury deliberation is quite lengthy and
detailed.To this reader's mind, Burnett really does a good job with describing the jury
deliberations and for those of us who've done jury duty before, much of his retelling will seem
familiar. Tempers flare, opinions clash and fluctuate. Evidence is combed over again and again,
in hopes that each time will reveal something missed the time before.Burnett also reflects on the
jury process. Some of his reflections - the mismatch between law and justice - are rather
pedestrian and hackneyed. (I confess that I was sometimes annoyed that some of Burnett's
more pedestrian reflections were sometimes treated as if he were the first to have thought of
them.) Others - jury sequestration as an example of the virtually unlimited power of the state -
were quite interesting. Either way, Burnett's retelling of the jury deliberation is as much recount
as it is reflection. (If that would bore you, you might get bored with this book.)"Trial by Jury" is not
for everyone. As noted, it is not a "true crime" novel, and is not a page-turner. I don't think that
was D. Graham Burnett's goal in writing the book. Rather, it is a sometimes entertaining and
other-times thought-provoking examination of one man's experience with, and reflections on, a
jury trial as a way to try and mete out imperfect justice in an imperfect world.”

Rich, “Excellent story and description of jury deliberations. Extremely well written and thoughtful



and almost poetical story by a man who served as foreman on a jury in a trial for murder in New
York City. He takes us through the trial and then through the several days of deliberations. He
does this almost like a short story teller describing the individual jurors and what they said and
the emotions and conflicts that arose, as well as describing the difficulties almost prison-like
conditions the jurors themselves were in over several days, and their arrival at what they felt was
a just and correct verdict.Highly recommended by this long-time litigation attorney.”

G Vil, “Amazing!!. This book was unlike anything I expected. It was an emotional roller coaster
just from following the characters through their journey. I am speechless and how Burnett was
able to explain everything so well while engaging the reader emotionally. Splendid book. I am so
glad I read it.”

The book by Shelly Culbertson has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 83 people have provided feedback.
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